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Indus River Dolphins 

The Indus River dolphins live in the Indus River in Pakistan. These dolphins are known for their 
ability to live in freshwater, which is different from most dolphins that live in the ocean. They 
prefer parts of the river, where the water is shallow and has lots of fish to eat. They use their sharp 
teeth to catch fish in the murky waters of the river. 

The Indus dolphins have a small, grayish body and a long, thin snout. They have poor eyesight 
and rely more on echolocation to find food and navigate the river. Echolocation, or sonar, is the 
use of soundwaves to determine the location of things in the surroundings. 

Indus River dolphins do not typically stay in pods like many ocean dolphins. They are known to be 
solitary creatures, which means they often live alone or in small groups, usually consisting of just a 
few dolphins. 

The Indus River dolphin is considered an endangered species. The biggest threats to these 
dolphins are pollution, loss of habitat, and human activities like building dams that block the 
dolphins' movement along the river. Many conservation efforts are being made such as creating 
protected areas where the Indus River dolphins can live safely.  
 
Circle the correct option. 
 

1. Where do Indus River dolphins live? 
a) Ocean 
b) Rivers 
c) Lakes 

 
2. What do Indus River dolphins mainly 

eat? 
a) Plants 
b) Fish 
c) Squid 

 
3. How do Indus River dolphins find their 

food? 
a) By using their excellent eyesight 
b) By using echolocation 
c) By swimming fast 

 
4. What is one of the main reasons Indus 

River dolphins are endangered? 
a) They are hunted for food 
b) Pollution and loss of habitat 
c) They migrate to the ocean 

 
5. Indus River dolphins are 

a) extinct 
b) endangered 
c) found in large numbers 
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Dung Beetles 

Dung beetles are nature's recyclers. They feed on animal droppings, also known as dung and 
help in the decomposition process by recycling nutrients back into the soil.  

Dung beetles are known for rolling dung into balls. They do this because they use it as food or as 
a place to lay their eggs. They roll the dung away from the dung pile to protect it from other 
beetles and predators. A dung beetle is incredibly strong. Some species can pull objects that are 
over 1,000 times their body weight.  

There are three main types of dung beetles: 

 
dweller tunneler roller 

The dwellers stay in the dung pile without burying it. The tunnelers bury the dung in tunnels they 
dig underground. The Rollers roll dung into balls to take to their nests. 

Some dung beetles can navigate using the stars. Researchers found that certain species use the 
stars in the Milky Way to help them travel in a straight line while rolling their dung balls. They can 
also use the sun and the Earth’s magnetic field to find their way. 

Write whether the following statements are true or false. 

1. Dung beetles primarily feed on plant material.  

_________________ 

2. Dung beetles roll dung into balls to use as a food source or as a place to lay their eggs. 

_________________ 

3. Dung beetles are not very strong and can only lift their body weight. 

_________________ 

4. There are three types of dung beetles: tunnelers, dwellers, and rollers. 

_________________ 

5. Some dung beetles navigate using the stars, the sun, and the Earth's magnetic field. 

_________________ 
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Scavenger Hunt 
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Scavenger Hunt 

Tick the things you find. 
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